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yet formed their notions upon just and noble prin-
ciples, strictly adhering to the natural principles
of religion, closely pursuing justice in government.
Impartiality in matters of right, preserving virtue
and honour in the people, and making wholesome
laws for their better government, upon all occasions ;
such are Lycurgus the Lacedaemonian, Confucius
the Chinese, Solon the wise philosopher, and sundry
others.

They also name to us the books of the Sibyls,
which, so far as they are discovered, they say are
filled with summary rules for well-governing man-
kind, and directing a due homage to the great God.

But let us look through all this. God, for wise
ends, did not think fit to accept these little emana-
tions of natural light, or to reveal himself to the
persons ; however sincere they may be said to be in
the pursuit of divine light, as then they were left
to the dim and dusky shadows of natural reasonings
only, so it appeared that those natural reasonings
were not sufficient to inform the mind of man con-
cerning God; but that when they had done all, for
want of further illuminations, the Devil was suffered
to chop in, and confound all their brightest ideas of
worship, with a horrid rhapsody of complicated
Idolatry.

This very observation is sufficient, or at least it
might be expected that it should be sufficient, to
crush the notions which our more polite gentlemen
now advance, in favour of the study of magic, as an
art or science only; they contend that the word
magic is greatly mistaken, and that we do not un-
derstand what we speak of; that magic is nothing
else but a received well-guided way of thinking
and acting; that it is truly the science of reflection,
and the art of making a right judgment of things,
by giving every object, however distant, its d^e
weight; thinking of things according to the true
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